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About  
vivid (engl.) = lively, spirited, energetic, vigourous, vivacious, intense 

Vivid Consort is an instrumental and vocal ensemble based in Vienna. It is formed 
by Christine Gnigler, Lorina Vallaster and Sheng-Fang Chiu, respectively from 
Austria and Taiwan. They have developed a deep passion for the complex music 
of the renaissance and the middle ages during their studies at the Music and Arts 
University of the City of Vienna, under the influence of their mentors, recorder 
players and early music specialists Thomas List and Michael Posch.  

“Vivid” represents their vibrant, energetic, fiery spirit in their character and 
performance. Using both their instrumental skills as well as their voices, they have 
immediately captured the attention of audiences across Austria.  

Since the foundation of VIVID Consort in 2016, they have been performing 
regularly, exploring repertoire from the middle ages up to the 21st century. They 
are currently focussed on vocal and instrumental english renaissance works from 
the 16th Century. 



Vitae  
Sheng-Fang Chiu 
born in Taichung, Taiwan in 1990. She was drawn and 
inspired by early music while studying recorder with 
Michael Posch at Music and Arts University of the City of 
Vienna. She later pursued further studies in recorder with 
Anna Januj, and in Baroque flute with Marcello Gatti at 
University of Music and Theatre "Felix Mendelssohn 
Bartholdy" Leipzig. During her studies, she has attended 
various early music master classes and projects. She has 
been especially influenced by renowned artists such as 
Sergio Azzolini, Barthold Kuijken, Han Tol, and Nicholas 
Parle. Her particular passion for chamber music earned 
her rich experiences working with diverse chamber 
ensembles. In 2011, her ensemble was awarded first 
prize at the “La Stravaganza - Concurs de Musica 
Barroca” competition. Her solo, and chamber music 
performances has won her and her co-founded 
ensemble, Telemann & Co., winner-prize at the “Fidelio-
Wettbewerb (Vienna)” in 2010 and 2012. She has also 
recorded with ORF Austrian National Radio, and RTV Slovenia National Radio. As a 
soloist, she performs frequently with Ensemble 1756 throughout Austria and Germany, 
and has played at international festivals, including opening concert of the 2014 Tartini 
Festival in Piran. As a chamber musician she has collaborated with Wiener Akademie, 
Capella Leopoldina, Accentus Austria, and Orchester 1756, her Ensemble Telemann & 
Co. and VIVID Consort. She has given master classes in Taiwan, Austria and Poland. 
Since 2014, she serves as a teaching assistant to Michael 
Posch at Music and Arts University of the City of Vienna.  

 Christine Gnigler 
 *1991, is a Vienna based recorder and historical 
bassoon player. She studied recorder with Thomas List as 
well as historical bassoon with Jennifer Harris at 
„Universität für Musik und Kunst Wien“. Besides early 
baroque, high baroque and classical music she also 
focuses on contemporary and experimental music. At the 
moment, her major projects are VIVID Consort, Ensemble 

https://www.shengfangchiu.com


Almira and Ensemble Pneuma. As a bossoonist she is regularly playing with various 
groups and orchestras in different projects, such as classical and baroque opera 
productions or concerts in Austria and abroad. Furthermore she has been working with 
artists such as Franz Frauenlob, Klara Kohler, Bernhard Geigl, Robert Pockfuß, Rosa 
Michor, David Bergmüller, Julian Gamisch ,Jakob Gnigler, Verena Zeiner, Sarah Scharf, 
Matija Schellander, Ariane Haering, Michael Mautner, Angelica Castello and Bernhard 
Höchtel and was invited to participate in festivals like „Zoomfestival“, Festival „Wien 
Modern“, „Transformator“ or „The Utrecht Early Music Festival“. In 2016 she founded 
the project „Open Stage for Early Music Vienna“, a platform for present early music 
and it’s interpreters in cooperation with Lorina Vallaster and Sheng-Fang Chiu. In the 
upcoming months several records of her performances will be released such as the 
debut CD of VIVID Consort, a record featuring a collection of classical wind chamber 
music and the debut CD of „Open Source Orchestra“ under the direction of Bernhard 
Geigl. Lately she discovered the new dimension of composing for herself.  

 

Lorina Vallaster 
is an Austrian recorder player, based in Vienna. She was 
born 1994 in Austria and began playing recorder, piano, 
cello and viola da gamba early on in her life.  Since 
2010 she has studied recorder with Thomas List at the 
"Musik und Kunst Privatuniversität der Stadt Wien“, 
currently she is in the class of Carsten Eckert. From 2010 
- 2015 she studied oboe with Thomas Höniger. With her 
Ensemble Bonporte she won a first prize at the Prima la 
musica competition, and they were invited to play at the 
winner's concert at Konzerthaus Wien. Her piece 
Kokolores for vocal ensemble won the only first prize at 
the youth composition competition "Jugend komponiert" 
in 2013 and was premiered at Mozarteum Salzburg. 
Since 2014 she is awardee of the Yehudi Menuhin – Live 
Music Now Program Vienna together with Sferraina. In 
April 2015 she had her solo debut as a recorder player at Konzerthaus Wien in the 
concert series „Musica Juventutis“. She attended masterclasses with Michael Schneider, 
Dan Laurin, Maurice Steger and Dorothee Oberlinger.  2015 the dance-video-music 
performance „Vito!“ won an award at the „Fidelio“-Competition Vienna. The same year 
she also worked as a substitute (oboe) with the orchestra Tonkünstlerorchester 
Niederösterreich at concerts in Austria and Czech republic and at the music-theatre 
production „Robinson“ at the Contemporary music festival „Wien Modern“. 

https://www.lorinavallaster.com


Program 

Bitter fruit 
«Bitter Fruit» – a collection of agonizing love songs from the Renaissance era. 
  
Music by Henry VIII, William Cornysh, Thomas Bateson, John Wilbye, Antoine Brumel, 
Elway Bevin, Josquin Desprez, Mathieu Gascongne and more. 
  
«Bitter Fruit» combines heartbreaking, bittersweet melodies delivered by instruments and 
voices soon to be published on VIVID Consorts debut-Cd. The album title is inspired by 
the symbolism of lemons in Renaissance art: joie de vivre, nature, fidelity in love, a bitter 
heart and conflicts unsolved. 
  
«…I weep, I sigh, I grieve and groan! Yet she regardeth not my moan…»  
«Bitter Fruit» celebrates life, nature and love in its wicked, various forms. It presents a 
collection of secular music from England and France, showing the beauty and the drama 
of Renaissance era polyphony, with lyrics that feature the alluring tension between joy 
and sorrow, loved and unloved, life and death… a mixture of melancholic and uplifting 
songs delivered by recorders and voices. 



Program 

Contemporary Collection 
Music written for and dedicated to us by composers based in Vienna. We´ve already 
premiered  „3 Lieder“ and „close enough to exist apart“. The other pieces are still in the 
creation process and will be premiered 2018 and 2019. 
 

Alejandro del Valle-Lattanzio (*1986) “3 Lieder”- An Apollon, Waldlied, Und 
fast ein Mädchen wars (2017)

Miha Ferk (*1985) „Untitled“

Christine Gnigler (*1991) „close enough to exist apart“ (2017)

Volkmar Klien (*1971) „Untitled“

Robert Pockfuß „Untitled“

Angélica Castelló „Untitled“

Maja Osojnik „Untitled“

Eva Reiter „Untitled“

Adrián Artacho (*1981) „Invariants“ (2018)



Agenda 
Concert series musica juventutis at „Konzerthaus Wien“ 

Musica Juventutis is a concert series in the renowned concert hall Konzerthaus in the 
centre of vienna, which invites selected Austrian musicians and ensembles to play a 
soloistic concert in the Schubert Saal. We will present ourselves there on the 5th of 
march 2018.  

Zug ins Gelobte by Eva Reiter - Workshop Concert  

The austrian musician and composer Eva Reiter is not only a shooting star as a 
composer in contemporary music festivals, she furthermore has a career as an early 
music performer playing recorder and viola da gamba with Ensemble Mikado and 
others. Due to this interesting backround we were very happy to prepare und play her 
piece „Zug ins Gelobte“ alongside guest musician Eva Leonie Fegers. „Zug ins Gelobte“ 
is written for paetzold recorder quartet and electronics and was premiered by QNG - 
Quartett New Generation in 2010. We felt honoured to present the piece in an 
workshop concert together with the composer herself at MUK private university of 
Vienna in March 2017.  

Konzett Konzept Konzert Nr. 10 about Beauty

This konzett concept concert combining visual arts, early & contemporary music and 
recitation took place in the renowned gallery Konzett in Vienna in June 2017. The main 
topic was beauty. Selected artworks by Joseph Beuys, Günter Brus, Franz West, Heimo 
Zobernig and others were presented next to music by Hildegard von Bingen, Claudio 
Monteverdi, Christine Gnigler and Michael Mautner. The deliberate and dignified 
evening was curated by Philipp Konzett (visual arts) and Michael Mautner (music). It 
was a collaboration with Michaela Selinger (mezzo soprano), Christian Eichhorn 
(theorbo), Josh Russo (live electronics) and Harald Jockesch (speaker).  

Close enough to exist apart - improvisation concept by Christine Gnigler  

Our ensemble member Christine Gnigler, who is also mainly 
influenced by experimental and contemporary music, wrote 
an improvisation concept dedicated to Vivid Consort, which 
was premiered in Vienna in december 2016. The piece 
„close enough to exist apart“ is played on three tenor 
renaissance recorders. It was recorded in June 2017 by the 
producer Alexander Yannilos in an collaboration with the 
newly found record label and initative „Fraufeld“ curated 
by Verena Zeiner. „Fraufeld“ presents various female artists 
from different genres like Jazz and experimental music on 
its first volume. The release was in autumn 2017. 

http://musicajuventutis.com
https://konzerthaus.at
http://www.evareiter.com
http://www.fegers.net
http://www.artkonzett.com/de/ausstellungen/archiv/kkk-nr-10-schoenheit-konzert/
http://www.verenazeiner.at/de/
http://fraufeld.at


Interactive Concert program Triolino for kids between 3-6 

In an cooperation with Konzerthaus Wien and Jeunesse we were part of the Triolino 
concert series in autumn 2017. Together with the actors Sarah Jeanne Babits, Raimund 
Pleschberger and Berenike Heidecker we engaged in an interactive musical theater by 
not only playing pieces of our early music program, but also being a part of the 
storyline.  

https://www.jeunesse.at/home.html


contact
VIVID Consort 
www.vividconsort.com  

✉  vivid.consort@gmail.com
 

☏ +43 699 10868046 (Christine Gnigler) 

 

SocialMedia: Facebook|Youtube|Soundcloud|HelloStage 

http://www.vividconsort.com
https://www.facebook.com/vividconsort/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwGBlLVvOu0252Nzlropmcg
https://soundcloud.com/vividconsort
https://www.hellostage.com/profile/5885

